
English 11 Honors Summer Reading for 2018-19 
Glen Allen High School  
Students will read the following texts over the summer prior to taking English 11 Honors. These works 
have been chosen with the understanding that they can be read independently without difficulty.  

Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as 
they choose their summer reading books. All of these books may be found in the public library; however,  
you may want to purchase a copy of each book. 

 
The List: 
1. Thomas C. Foster - How to Read Literature Like a Professor (PDFS ← this is a hyperlink to the folder of assigned chapters; 
however, it is strongly recommended that you purchase this for your edification throughout the academic year) 

2. Octavia E. Butler – Parable of the Sower 
 
Assignment 1 
Mastery of Basic Literary Terms to Prepare for English 11 Honors 
For Assignment 1, you will create a literary glossary that shows your mastery of basic literary terminology that you will 
use all year long in this course.  The pages of this glossary should be formatted to 8.5x11 paper (typed or handwritten) 
because they will be inserted into your 3-Ring binder that you’ll use for this class. 
 
For the following literary terms below, please do the following: 
1) Define each word using an internet definition (make sure to cite and include in a Works Cited Page). 
2) Define each word using your own words (this will help you start practicing paraphrasing). 
3) Create a picture (or something visual) that demonstrates your understanding of the literary term. 
4) Write a one to three sentence explanation of why/how your visual depicts the literary term. 
5) Please do not have more than two literary terms per page.   
 
You must also include a Works Cited page for your internet or dictionary definitions, and for any images that you include 
that you pull from the internet.   
 
This assignment will be due at the beginning of the school year and will count as one Quiz grade. 
 
Literary Terms  terms continued... 
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Conflict 
Characterization (direct,indirect) 
Point of View 
Irony (verbal, dramatic, situational) 
Symbol 
Exposition 
Climax 
Setting 
Theme 
Mood 

Tone 
Motif 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Allusion 
Hyperbole 
Personification 
Imagery (visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory, gustatory) 
Denotation 
Connotation 
Paradox 

 
 

 

Assignment 2 
Responding to How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
For this assignment, read excerpted chapters from the book How to Read Literature Like a Professor.  Take notes and/or 
summarize each chapter, using the outline approach.  There is no required length per summary; your notes should aim for 
quality and reflect comprehension.  You may create a single MS Word document to record all of your responses.  Please 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B492Wtoi2EptY1VYd285OE53SE0


include the Chapter number and/or title when preparing your word document.   
 

● Introduction: How'd He Do That? 
● Chapter 1 -- Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It's Not) 
● Chapter 4 --Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before? 
● Chapter 9 -- It's More Than Just Rain or Snow 
● Interlude -- Does He Mean That 
● Chapter 12 -- Is That a Symbol? 
● Chapter 19 -- Geography Matters… 
● Interlude -- One Story 

 
This assignment will be due at the beginning of the school year to facilitate your first, formal quiz grade. 
 
Assignment 3 
Connecting the novel Parable of the Sower to How to Read Literature Like a Professor  
Using Butler’s Parable of the Sower, write two 500 word literary analysis essays that examine two of the following: setting, 
symbol, character, plot/conflict, and/or theme. Each paper should focus on one of these devices; your analysis should consider 
multiple chapters from How to Read Literature Like a Professor (for example, if you evaluate Butler’s choice of setting, you 
would likely use “Geography Matters” or if you evaluate possible conflicts, “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow”).  Avoid summary 
at all costs, and make sure all of your critical analysis is connected to analyzing the writer’s choices. 

This assignment will be due at the beginning of the school year and will count as a major Quiz grade. 
 
Scoring Guide: 
   Grade      Explanation 
 

A 
Responses effectively demonstrate the reader’s understanding and analysis of the texts and of the assignments.  
They make appropriate references to the texts, offer sophisticated analysis, and are written with consistent 
stylistic control.  

 
B 

Responses adequately demonstrate the reader’s sound analysis of the texts and understanding of the 
assignments. References to the texts are appropriate, but analysis is perhaps not as insightful as it could be.  
Interpretation may falter or may be less thorough and/or precise.  

 
C 

Responses demonstrate somewhat uneven understanding and analysis of the texts and tend to over-simplify the 
assignments.  They respond to the questions, but tend to deal with only the more obvious points.  They tend to 
rely on paraphrase, rather than specific reference and minor points may be misinterpreted.  

 
D 

Responses demonstrate an inadequate understanding and analysis of the texts and/or the assignments 
themselves.  They rely essentially on summary and paraphrase and no substantive analysis is present.  Evidence 
from the texts may be meager or misconstrued.   

 
F 

Although the writer has made some attempt to respond to the assignments, responses are seriously flawed by 
misreading, brevity, and lack of organization and focus.  

0 No attempt made. 

 
Failure to turn in these assignments will put you in a very deep hole before the school year really even begins. There will be no 
excuses for non-completion. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch over the summer. Enjoy your reading 
and we’ll see you in the fall.  
 
If you have questions please contact: 
 
Mr. Robert Meister at rpmeister@henrico.k12.va.us 
Ms. Alyssa Shevchuk at amshevchuk@henrico.k12.va.us  
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