
AP English 12 Literature and Composition Summer Reading 2018 
Glen Allen High School 
 

AP Literature is considered a college class. Thus, this course will provide you with the intellectual challenges and 
workload consistent with a typical undergraduate university English literature course, beginning with your summer 
reading assignment. The texts that you are assigned to read this summer are typically read at the college level, so they will 
be advanced in content as well as reading level and may include controversial content. While these work are challenging, 
rising AP Literature students should be able to read them independently without difficulty. Students are expected to read 
closely and provide insightful analysis of the texts, moving beyond summarizing and stating the obvious. To facilitate 
students’ close reading and analysis, students will also read and take notes on Thomas Foster’s How to Read Literature 
Like a Professor. This text is an easy-to-read introduction to the patterns of symbolic meaning in literary texts and is a 
helpful secondary source for AP English. Reading it first may help to make your other reading more meaningful.  
 

Note: Although these titles are readily available in the library, we recommend students purchase the books, so they can 
highlight / take notes in the margins as they read. Students choosing to check the novels out rather than purchase please 
plan to renew the works as we will use them frequently throughout the first marking period. Lastly, Henrico County 
Public Schools strongly encourages parents/ guardians to work with their students throughout the summer reading 
process. In past years, many past students have found it very beneficial to read and discuss the novels with their parents 
prior to formal discussions in class.  
 

Required Readings:  
Note: Each nine weeks, students will read two major works (novels and/or plays). In effort to ease the reading burden of the AP 
Literature course and focus more on close reading and writing (depth vs. breadth of reading) as recommend by VASS and College 
Board, your summer reading novels will also serve as your major works for MP1. All the AP Lit teachers ask in return for this gift 
is that students take advantage of it by completing the required reading prior to the start of the school year. 
 

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines, 
Revised Edition by Thomas C. Foster             ISBN-10: 0062301675 ISBN-13: 978-0062301673  
 

2. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien            ISBN-10: 0767902890 ISBN-13: 978-0767902892  
         ISBN-10: 0544309766 ISBN-13: 978-0544309760 

Summer Reading Assignments: 
1. How to Read Lit Like a Professor: 

a. Read and annotate the text—consider it a MAJOR secondary resource to guide close reading 
throughout the school year. Notes may be taken directly in the novel or on paper. 

2. The Things They Carried: 
a. Using various techniques discovered in How to Read Lit., annotate TTTC heavily! Throughout 

the first quarter you will have various assignments that will ask you to apply your annotations 
(Socratic Seminars, In-class Timed Writings, and Projects). Having sparse annotations will make 
the first quarter significantly more difficult. You may either do your annotating directly in the 
book, on your laptops, or on notebook paper! (IF YOU CHOOSE NOT TO ANNOTATE IN 
THE BOOK, page numbers must be cited in order to receive credit!) 

3. Literary Terms Assignment: 
a. Every AP Literature student should come into the school year having a good understanding of 

basic literary terms. This assignment will serve as (mostly) a review of terms that will be 
continually discussed throughout the duration of this course. 

b. Download the “Summer Reading Literary Terms” Assignment by either clicking here or 
accessing it via the Glen Allen High School Summer Reading Page and complete the directions 
as they’re written.  

c. You will be asked to apply some of these terms to various chapters/concepts/characters in The 
Things They Carried (as well as all of the other major texts analyzed in this class). 
 

In-Class Assessments: The Things They Carried Socratic & Timed Writing (scored using 1-9 AP rubric found on College 
Board). The assessments will be completed during the first few weeks of school. The reading and notes above are your 
summer assignment in preparation for the in-class assessments.  
 

Failure to complete the reading and accompanying assignments will put you in a very deep hole before the year even 
begins. Remember that AP Literature and Composition is a college-level course and there are certain behaviors expected 
from all students in this class; responsibility and maturity rank highly among them. If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch over the summer. Enjoy your reading, and we’ll see you in the fall! 
 

Lindsey Pantele     Jonathan Tolbert 
lkpantele@henrico.k12.va.us   jdtolbert@henrico.k12.va.us 
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