
AP English 11 Language and Composition Summer Reading 2018-19 
Glen Allen High School 
Students will read the following text over the summer prior to taking AP English 11 Language and 
Composition. While this collection is challenging, rising AP Language students should be able to read it 
independently without difficulty. Students are expected to read closely and provide insightful analysis of the 
essays in the anthology that moves beyond summary and stating the obvious. Finally, students will be required 
to complete all of the assignments below. They should be typed (12-point font, double-spaced throughout), but 
handwritten work will be accepted. These assignments are due in class on Monday 10 September 2018 and 
they will receive two minor grades. Students will analyze selections from this anthology in their first major 
writing assignment of the year.    
Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they 
read their summer reading books. Students have the freedom to skip essays that they find disturbing or 
otherwise questionable. 

Text: 
The Best American Magazine Writing 2017 – Sid Holt, ed. 

Assignments: 
1. After reading the book in its entirety, write a short 250-500 word, more-or-less informal response to the collection as a 

whole. You should discuss your initial reactions to the articles specifically and long-form journalism in general. You 
should certainly include not only your opinion of the collection, but also your reasons for forming said opinion. For this 
response, there are neither right nor wrong answers, so please feel free to share your thoughts; you are encouraged to 
take risks and hold nothing back.  

2. After reading the collection in its entirety, rank your top three selections and write a 500-700 word response in which 
you justify your ranking. Discuss the author, audience, purpose, stylistic merit, and visuals; you should focus on analysis 
and avoid summary.  

3a.  Choose one essay from the collection that you find particularly compelling (not necessarily your favorite one). Re-read 
and thoroughly annotate this essay very carefully. Look for the parts of the text that shake you up as a reader and then 
connect these elements to the purpose of the piece as a whole. Avoid simply identifying major points; expand your 
annotation in to figure out how, why, or to what effect the author chooses to include these elements.  

3b. Write a 500-750 word analysis of the annotated essay in which you look closely at how the speaker conveys his or her 
attitude about the subject to the audience. Your analysis should consider such stylistic and persuasive elements as word 
choice, sentence structure, attention to detail, claims, supporting evidence, commentary, etc. Most importantly, 
concentrate on the author’s purpose and avoid summary altogether.  

Scoring Guide: 
   Grade      Explanation 

 
A 

Responses effectively demonstrate the reader’s understanding and analysis of the texts and of the assignments.  
They make appropriate references to the texts, offer sophisticated analysis, and are written with consistent 
stylistic control.  

 
B 

Responses adequately demonstrate the reader’s sound analysis of the texts and understanding of the 
assignments. References to the texts are appropriate, but analysis is perhaps not as insightful as it could be.  
Interpretation may falter or may be less thorough and/or precise.  

 
C 

Responses demonstrate somewhat uneven understanding and analysis of the texts and tend to over-simplify the 
assignments.  They respond to the questions, but tend to deal with only the more obvious points.  They tend to 
rely on paraphrase, rather than specific reference and minor points may be misinterpreted.  

 
D 

Responses demonstrate an inadequate understanding and analysis of the texts and/or the assignments 
themselves.  They rely essentially on summary and paraphrase and no substantive analysis is present.  Evidence 
from the texts may be meager or misconstrued.   

 
F 

Although the writer has made some attempt to respond to the assignments, responses are seriously flawed by 
misreading, brevity, and lack of organization and focus.  

0 No attempt made. 

 
Failure to turn in these assignments will put you in a very deep hole before the year even begins. There will be no excuses for 
non-completion. Remember that AP Language and Composition is a college-level course and there are certain behaviors 
expected from all students in this class; responsibility and maturity rank highly among them. If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch over the summer. Enjoy your reading and we’ll see you in the fall.  

    
Tim Towslee      
tntowslee@henrico.k12.va.us                                                    
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