
English 10 Honors Center Summer Reading 2018-19       Ms. Pantele (410) 
Glen Allen High School 
Students will read two of the following texts over the summer prior to taking English 10 Honors. These 
works have been chosen with the understanding that they can be read independently without difficulty. 
While there are commercially available study guides for some of these, students should be aware that 
they are only to consult these as guides and should not read them in lieu of the books.  These works will 
be revisited throughout the school year. See below for assignment details.  

As Center students, you are required to take both AP Language and AP Literature your junior and senior 
years. Both are considered college classes. Thus, my course will build off of the tools and skills learned 
your freshman year and provide you with the intellectual challenges and workload building up to what 
would be seen in a typical undergraduate university English course. In this class, students will be 
continuing the study of world literature that they began last year by examining more modern authors. 
Throughout this course, we will be looking at conflicts both external and internal: in the formation of 
identity, in the just and unjust exercise of power, and in the oppressive gender, racial, and social clashes 
that shape the world. That exploration begins with this summer assignment! 

Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as 
they choose their summer reading books. All of these books may be found in the public library or you 
may want to purchase a copy of each book. 

The List (one mandatory; one student-selected): 
Mandatory: Mark Haddon-- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time 

Tatiana Rosnay – Sarah’s Key 
Margaret Atwood – The Handmaid’s Tale 

Khaled Hosseini – A Thousand Splendid Suns 
 
Note: Although these titles are readily available in the library, we highly recommend students purchase the texts  
so that they can highlight and take notes in the margins as they read. 

 
Assignments (must do both!) 
 
1. MANDATORY (covers topics discussed in AP Psychology): Write an essay based on The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time. Your essay should be 2-3 pages and will be submitted to Schoology on the second week of school. 
Don’t forget the basics! Develop an original and articulate thesis that connects to the prompt without merely repeating all 
of part of the prompt. Make sure that you include the title of the book, which MUST be in italics, and the author’s name. 
Be sure to follow all formal composition guidelines when integrating passages in your essay (i.e.—parenthetical citations 
and use of quotation marks). Finally, be clear and concise in your writing by focusing on analysis and minimizing plot 
summary. 
  
 PROMPT: A bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, recounts the psychological OR moral  
         development of its protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes 
         his or her place in the world. Select a SINGLE PIVOTAL MOMENT in the psychological 
         OR moral development of the protagonist in The Curious Incident…Then, write a well- 
         organized essay that analyzes how that single moment shapes the meaning of the work 
          as a whole. 
 Your essay should: 

- Focus on a singular moment in the development of Christopher 
- Analyze how that moment embodies his psychological or moral development 
- Connect this moment to the overall theme of the novel (i.e—the meaning of the work) 
- See more essay requirements, tips, and reminders on the next page! 

 
Considering that this will be my first introduction to you as a writer, please take the time to show me 
what you’re capable of! Give this your best effort and please don’t wait until the end of the summer! 
Please see the grading rubric that follow on the next two pages!  
 
2. For the second assignment, you will need to: 

- READ: “How to Mark a Book” by Mortimer Adler (Access it by clicking here OR searching the   
web) 

 - CHOOSE ONE: Sarah’s Key, The Handmaid’s Tale, or A Thousand Splendid Suns 
 
 Step 1: Read Mortimer Adler’s essay, “How to Mark a Book” 

Step 2: You will be required to participate in an in-class project on the other book of your choice. 
Certain characters in each of the above novels suffer from alienation and/or isolation from society 
in one way or the other. As you read your second text, using what you learned from “How to Mark 
a Book”, take thorough notes to make sure you are prepared for the in-class activity. I will 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bddPqNQEl2haNy6ypc6O0IqOtjW5CU0x/view?usp=sharing


distribute more specifics about what the project will be during the first weeks of school. Any notes 
created ahead of time will be allowed to be used during the group activity. 

Essay Requirements, Tips, and Reminders for Assignment #1: 
Please see Page 3 for the scoring rubric for your essay! 

 
1. Aim for five paragraphs! Three is definitely not enough; however, writing a five-page essay is too much! 
2. Follow MLA paper formatting (double-spaced, 1 inch margins, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font) 
3. MLA Header (Top LEFT of your document. Note: Please don’t make this an actual header. Just start typing in the 

top left corner) 
4. Give your essays interesting titles (have FUN with this!) that is NOT the same as the title of the book. (Extra Credit 

will be awarded to the student with the best title!) 
5. 3rd person pronouns only! No 1st (I, me) or 2nd (you, we, us) person (except in quotes). 
6. Incorporate quotes according to MLA format. There should be in-text citations AND a works cited page. Please 

consult Purdue OWL if you need assistance with this: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
7. Novels should be italicized! 
8. PROOFREAD, PROOFREAD, PROOFREAD! 
9. It all begins with a strong argument! Make your thesis and topic sentences shine! 
10. CHALLENGE:  

Using phrases such as: “This is”, “There is”, and “The author says” are boring and should be avoided. 
Choose active, interesting verbs and specific, clear subject to improve your writing. PLEASE 
UNDERSTAND, I will not take off points if you use any of the phrases above. This is just a challenge that I 
encourage all of you to TRY! 
  

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism, of any kind, will not be tolerated. Students need to learn how to properly document their research, as well as 
learn where to give credit where credit is due. Therefore, properly disciplinary actions will be taken if students do not 
perform honestly through the production of their own work.  

2018-2019 Plagiarism Definition and Consequences 
 

Plagiarism is using someone else’s idea or words without giving proper credit for the idea or words— 
this includes intentionally or unintentionally copying or paraphrasing from another student and/or 
source (electronic or print) without adequate citation. This definition applies across all content areas.  

 
Consequences of plagiarism will include the following actions: 
1st violation:  zero on assignment, call home, administrative referral & conference 
2nd   violation: zero on assignment, call home, administrative referral, 1 day of ASP 
3rd   violation: zero on assignment, administrative referral, administrative action to be determined 
*Note: Plagiarism is an integrity violation, which disqualifies an offending student from participation in 
certain academic extracurricular activities, including the National Honor Society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Analytical Essay Scoring Guide  

Score    Grade    Explanation 

 
9 

 
100 

Essays earning a score of 9 meet all criteria for those scoring 8. In addition, these essays are 
especially sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development, or impressive in 
their control of language, offering compelling connections between technique and effect.   
They employ and introduction that grabs the reader’s attention and make use of transitional 
sentences and clauses to navigate ideas. The language is concise and lucid, verbs active, and 
punctuation effective.   

 
 

8 

 
 

95 

Essays earning a score of 8 analyze the entire prompt effectively. They incorporate effective 
analyses of literary elements, including theme, stylistic devices, and/or rhetorical strategies. 
All body paragraphs are effectively developed with claim (topic sentence), textual evidence 
(direct or indirect), and insightful commentary. Their prose demonstrates an ability to 
control a wide range of elements of effective writing, but is not necessarily flawless.* 

 
7 

 
90 

Essays earning a score of 7 for the description of essays receiving a score of 6, but employ a 
more complete analysis or more mature prose style. 

 
 

6 

 
 

85 

Essays earning a score of 6 analyze the entire prompt adequately. They may discuss or 
implicitly recognize literary elements, including theme, stylistic devices, and/or rhetorical 
strategies. All body paragraphs are adequately developed with claim (topic sentence), textual 
evidence (direct or indirect), and commentary. A few lapses in diction or syntax may be 
present, but generally the prose of 6 essays conveys the writer’s ideas clearly.* 

 
 

5 

 
 

80 

Essays earning a score of 5 analyze the prompt, but their development is limited or uneven. 
They may treat rhetorical strategies or literary elements in superficial ways or develop their 
ideas inconsistently. Thesis statement is present and supported by textual evidence (direct or 
indirect). Body paragraphs may be underdeveloped or lacking transitions from paragraph to 
paragraph. A few lapses in diction or syntax may be present, but the prose in these essays 
usually conveys the writer’s ideas. 

 
4 

 
75 

 

Essays earning a score of 4 respond to the prompt inadequately. They may oversimplify 
references to literary elements, misrepresent what is presented, analyze strategies 
inaccurately, identify strategies unclearly or inappropriately, and/or rely on summary. 
Textual evidence (direct or indirect) may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing. 
The prose of these essays may convey their writers’ ideas adequately, but may suggest 
immaturity in terms of control over organization of ideas, diction, or syntax.* 

 
3 

 
70 

Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for essays receiving a score of 4, but are less 
perceptive or less consistent in the control of elements of writing. 

2 60 

Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little or no success in analyzing literary elements, 
stylistic devices, and/or rhetorical strategies. They may substitute simpler tasks for the one at 
hand (paraphrasing, summarizing, giving general descriptions or definitions of devices 
and/or strategies, etc.). In addition, the prose of these papers often reveals consistent 
weaknesses in writing, a lack of development and/or organization, grammatical problems, 
and/or lack of control. They may also be unacceptably brief.* 

1 50 

Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for essays receiving a score of 2, but are 
undeveloped, especially simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing, or 
completely lacking in textual evidence (direct or indirect).   They may be unacceptable brief 
as well.  

0 0 
Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the 
prompt, a blank response, or one that is completely off topic. 

INC R 

Essays earning a score of R demonstrate an earnest attempt made, but fall short of all above 
scores. Essays receiving a score of R may be rewritten without penalty pending consultation 
with a Glen Allen High School Writing Center staff member and/or your instructor. If no 
attempt is made to rewrite essays receiving a score of R, the incomplete grade will be 
replaced with a score of 0. 
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