
 
Honors/Pre-AP English 9 Summer Reading 2018-19 
Glen Allen High School 

Students will read several nonfiction texts over the summer prior to taking Honors/Pre-AP English 
9. While the collection of nonfiction is challenging, rising Honors/Pre-AP English 9 students should 
be able to read them independently without difficulty. Students are expected to read closely and 
provide insightful analysis of the nonfiction collection that moves beyond summary and stating the 
obvious and considers the author, his/her audience, and the purpose of the piece. The requirements 
for the assignments are listed below. They should be typed (12-point font, double-spaced 
throughout). You may consult Purdue University's Online Writing Lab for MLA . Handwritten work 
will be accepted if you are unable to access a word processor. These assignments will be due within 
the first two weeks of the 2019 school year, and they will count as quiz grades. 
Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children 
as they read their summer reading selections. 
 
Texts:    
Nonfiction – Contemporary Essays and Other Nonfiction Works (this is an active hyperlink that 
will take you to the publicly accessible PDFs)    
                                                                                                                                             
1. After reviewing a majority of the nonfiction selections, read and rank your top three choices and 
write an informal 250-500 word response in which you justify your ranking. You may rank them in 
any way that you see fit; however, your composition should clearly identify the basis for your 
rankings including what you considered when ranking the selections, where each of the three texts 
fell in your ranking system and specific references to the texts to support your rankings.  
 
2a. Choose one essay from the collection that you find particularly compelling (not necessarily your 
favorite one). Print, re-read and thoroughly annotate this essay very carefully. Annotating is the 
process of interacting with a text: noticing patterns of language, making connections with personal 
experience and other texts you’ve read and determining why the author chooses the words and 
phrases he or she uses. Look for the parts of the text that move you or engage you as a reader, and 
then connect your reaction to these elements to the purpose of the piece as a whole. Avoid simply 
identifying major points; expand your annotation to include how, why, or to what effect the author 
chooses to include these elements. 
 
2b. Write a 500-750 word analysis of the annotated story/selection in which you look closely at how 
the speaker conveys his or her attitude about the subject to the audience. You’ll need to address the 
speaker’s claims and how he/she supports those claims, but avoid simply identifying major points; 
expand in your essay to include how, why, or to what effect the author chooses to include these 
elements. Finally, discuss your response to the author’s position. Do you agree with him/her? Why 
or why not? Your composition will be scored based on how well you structure your response, how 
effectively you communicate your ideas and the accuracy and quality of your analysis.  The rubric 
below will be utilized to score your response. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BzWYjAongGnDclNGNGJCcG95U1E
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BzWYjAongGnDclNGNGJCcG95U1E
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BzWYjAongGnDclNGNGJCcG95U1E
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BzWYjAongGnDclNGNGJCcG95U1E
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Glen Allen High School Essay Scoring Guide          

  

 Mark    Grade   Explanation 

  
  
6 

  
  
100 

This is an outstanding essay that demonstrates the writer’s clear and 
consistent analysis of the text and/or response to the prompt. The student 
makes appropriate references to the text and insightfully analyzes the 
work, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to 
support its position (for analytical prompts). The student develops a clearly 
reasoned argument with effective claims, evidence for support, and 
commentary. The essay is well organized and clearly focused, 
demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas, using 
language appropriate for scholarly discourse. It is generally free of most 
errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

  
  
5 

  
  
95 

This is a very good essay that reasonably demonstrates the writer’s 
consistent analysis and/or argumentation, although it will have occasional 
errors or lapses in quality. References to the text are appropriate, but 
analysis is perhaps not as insightful as it could be. It effectively develops a 
point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking, 
generally using appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to 
support its position. Interpretation may falter or may be less thorough 
and/or precise.  It is written in a clear style, but without the level of mastery 
exhibited in papers scoring a 6. It is generally free of most errors in 
grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

  
  
4 

  
  
85 

This essay demonstrates adequate analysis and/or argumentation, 
although it will have some lapses in quality.  It develops a point of view on 
the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate 
examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position, but it tends 
to deal with only the obvious points.  It tends to rely on paraphrase, rather 
than specific reference; minor points may be misinterpreted (for analytical 
prompts). The writer makes adequate claims, and adequately supports 
them with evidence and commentary, but it tends to deal with more 
obvious points and fails to address the complexity of the issue at hand (for 
analytical prompts).  It is written in a competent style and errors do not 
constitute distraction. It has some errors in grammar, usage, and 
mechanics. 



 
Honors/Pre-AP English 9 Summer Reading 2018-19 
Glen Allen High School 

  
  
3 

  
  
75 

This essay demonstrates a developing analysis of the text and/or response 
to the assignment itself.  It develops a point of view on the issue at hand, 
demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or use 
inadequate examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position. It 
relies somewhat on summary and paraphrase. It is limited in its 
organization or focus, or may demonstrate some lapses in coherence or 
progression of ideas.  Claims may be general, vague, or obvious. Evidence 
may be meager or misconstrued.  The writing demonstrates uncertain 
control of style and/or inadequate development of ideas. It contains an 
accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

  
  
2 

  
  
65 

Although the writer has made some attempt to respond to the assignment, 
this essay demonstrates little analysis of the text and/or response to the 
writing assignment. It develops a point of view on the issue that is seriously 
limited, and demonstrates weak critical thinking, providing inappropriate 
or insufficient examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position. 
The essay is poorly organized and/or focused, or demonstrates serious 
problems with coherence or progression of ideas. The essay is seriously 
flawed by misreading, brevity, lack of organization and focus. It contains 
errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics so serious that meaning is 
obscured.   

  
1 

  
60 
  

While the writer has made an attempt, this essay demonstrates very little 
or no analysis of the text and/or response to the writing assignment. It 
develops no viable point of view on the issue, or provides little or no 
evidence to support its position. It is disorganized or unfocused, resulting 
in a disjointed or incoherent essay. It contains pervasive errors in 
grammar, usage, or mechanics that persistently interfere with meaning. 

0 0 No attempt was made to respond to the text or assignment. 

  

Some papers will score on the border between two ranges. In such a case, the teacher will 
write both scores on the paper with a slash between them (ex. ¾) to indicate that the 
paper is almost in higher or lower range for feedback purposes. For grading purposes, the 
teacher will circle the score he or she will enter into the grade book. For tracking growth, 
these scores may be recorded as half scores (ex. ¾ à 3.5). 

 


