
English 12 Honors Summer Reading 2018-19 
Glen Allen High School 
 
Students will read two of the following texts over the summer prior to taking English 12A. These works have been 
chosen with the understanding that they can be read independently without difficulty. While there are commercially 
available study guides for some of these, students should be aware that they are only to consult these as guides and 
should not read them (or watch the film versions) in lieu of the books. See below for assignment details. 
 

Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they choose their 
summer reading books. All of these books may be found in the public library or you may want to purchase a copy of 
each book. 
 

The List (choose two): 
Atonement—Ian McEwan (2001) 
The Elephant Man—Christine Sparks (1980) 
Dracula—Bram Stoker (1897) 
The Picture of Dorian Gray—Oscar Wilde (1890) 
 

Assignment: 
All of the main characters in each of the above novels suffer from alienation from society in one way or another. As you 
read each novel, take notes on how that alienation affects elements like characterization, plot, theme, etc.  

1. Fill out the form on the next page with the THREE best examples you found while reading each book. Your 
examples should be accompanied by a quote from the text. Make sure to include the page number on which 
each quote appears. In the commentary column, explain HOW each example supports the overall idea of the 
individual versus society. 

2. Then, using those notes, write one 500-750 word essay in which you compare how the idea of the individual 
versus society is treated in each novel. Your analysis should include at least four of the quotations that you 
chose for the form. Avoid summary at all costs and make sure all of your critical analysis connects the stories 
with the idea of alienation from society. 

Scoring Guide: 

Grade: Explanation: 
A Responses effectively demonstrate the reader’s understanding and analysis of the texts and of the assignments.  They 

make appropriate references to the texts, offer sophisticated analysis, and are written with consistent stylistic control. 
B Responses adequately demonstrate the reader’s sound analysis of the texts and understanding of the assignments. 

References to the texts are appropriate, but analysis is perhaps not as insightful as it could be.  Interpretation may 
falter or may be less thorough and/or precise. 

C Responses demonstrate somewhat uneven understanding and analysis of the texts and tend to over-simplify the 
assignments.  They respond to the questions, but tend to deal with only the more obvious points.  They tend to rely on 
paraphrase, rather than specific reference and minor points may be misinterpreted. 

D Responses demonstrate an inadequate understanding and analysis of the texts and/or the assignments themselves.  
They rely essentially on summary and paraphrase and no substantive analysis is present.  Evidence from the texts may 
be meager or misconstrued.   

F Although the writer has made some attempt to respond to the assignments, responses are seriously flawed by 
misreading, brevity, and lack of organization and focus.  

0 No attempt made. 
  

All students enrolled in Honors English 12 are expected to complete the summer reading assignment in its entirety. If 
you have any questions about the summer reading assignment, please feel free to get in touch over the summer. 

Mrs. T. Meekins - tlmeekins@henrico.k12.va.us  

Mr. R. Meister – rpmeister@henrico.k12.va.us 

mailto:tlmeekins@henrico.k12.va.us
mailto:rpmeister@henrico.k12.va.us
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