
English 10 Honors Summer Reading 2018-19 
Glen Allen High School 
Students will read two of the following texts over the summer prior to taking English 10 Honors. These works have been 
chosen with the understanding that they can be read independently without difficulty. While there are commercially available 
study guides for some of these, students should be aware that they are only to consult these as guides and should not read 
them in lieu of the books. These works will be revisited throughout the school year. See below for assignment details.  
Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they choose their 
summer reading books. All of these books may be found in the public library or you may want to purchase a copy of each 
book. 
In this class, students will be continuing the study of world literature that they began last year by examining more modern 
authors. Throughout this course, we will be looking at conflicts both external and internal: in the formation of identity, in the 
just and unjust exercise of power, and in the oppressive gender, racial, and social clashes that shape the world. That 
exploration begins with this summer assignment! 

The List (choose two): 
Sherman Alexie – The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven   

Tatiana de Rosnay – Sarah’s Key 
Margaret Atwood – The Handmaid’s Tale 

Khaled Hosseini – A Thousand Splendid Suns  
 
Assignments (MUST COMPLETE BOTH) 
1. After you have identified your two texts, please refer to the essay topics below. You will write ONE essay (aiming for five 
paragraphs) in which you analyze one of the topics below. Considering that this will be my first introduction to you as a 
writer, please take the time to show me what you’re capable of! Give this your best effort and please don’t wait until the end 
of the summer! Please see the essay requirements and grading rubric that follow on the next two pages!  
 
2. For the second assignment, you will be required to participate in an in-class project on the other book of your choice. 
Certain characters in each of the above novels suffer from alienation and/or isolation from society in one way or the other. 
As you read your second text, you should take thorough notes to make sure you are prepared for the in-class activity. I will 
distribute more specifics about what the project will be during the first weeks of school. Any notes created ahead of time will 
be allowed to be used during the group activity.  
 

Note: Although these titles are readily available in the library, we highly recommend students purchase the texts so 
that they can highlight and take notes in the margins as they read. 

 
Essay topics for Part 1: (CHOOSE ONE) 

1. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven  
Prompt: According to this collection of short stories, are people capable of change or not? If so, what 
causes people to change? If not, what prevents change? 

 
2. Sarah’s Key 

Prompt: Remembering and never forgetting is perhaps the underlying lesson of Sarah’s Key. Against a 
tapestry of secrets that are finally revealed, there exists a rivalry between those who would prefer to forget 
and those who would prefer to remember. Which characters are the ones who want to forget and which 
ones want to remember? Which ones do you have the most sympathy for as the story unfolds? Why? 
 

3. The Handmaid’s Tale 
Prompt: Aunt Lydia, Janine, and Offred’s mother represent more than themselves. What do each of these 
characters represent? What do the styles of their clothing symbolize?  
 
 
 
 



 
4. A Thousand Splendid Suns  

Prompt: Mariam’s mother says: “Women like us. We endure. It’s all we have.” In what ways is this true? 
How do Mariam and Laila endure? How is their endurance different from the ways their mothers faced their 
trials?  

 
Essay Requirements, Tips, and Reminders: 

1. Follow MLA paper formatting (double-spaced, 1 inch margins, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font) 
2. MLA Header (Top LEFT of your document. Note: Please don’t make this an actual header. Just start typing in the 

top left corner) 
3. Give your essays interesting titles (have FUN with this!) that is NOT the same as the title of the book. (Extra Credit 

will be awarded to the student with the best title!) 
4. 3rd person pronouns only! No 1st (I, me) or 2nd (you, we, us) person (except in quotes). 
5. Incorporate quotes according to MLA format. There should be in-text citations AND a works cited page. Please 

consult Purdue OWL if you need assistance with this: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
6. Novels should be italicized! 
7. PROOFREAD, PROOFREAD, PROOFREAD! 
8. It all begins with a strong argument! Make your thesis and topic sentences shine! 
9. CHALLENGE:  

Using phrases such as: “This is”, “There is”, and “The author says” are boring and should be avoided. 
Choose active, interesting verbs and specific, clear subject to improve your writing. PLEASE 
UNDERSTAND, I will not take off points if you use any of the phrases above. This is just a challenge that I 
encourage all of you to TRY! 
  

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism, of any kind, will not be tolerated. Students need to learn how to properly document their research, as well as 
learn where to give credit where credit is due. Therefore, properly disciplinary actions will be taken if students do not 
perform honestly through the production of their own work.  

2018-2019 Plagiarism Definition and Consequences 
 

Plagiarism is using someone else’s idea or words without giving proper credit for the idea or words— this 
includes intentionally or unintentionally copying or paraphrasing from another student and/or source 
(electronic or print) without adequate citation. This definition applies across all content areas.  

 
Consequences of plagiarism will include the following actions: 
1st violation:  zero on assignment, call home, administrative referral & conference 
2nd   violation: zero on assignment, call home, administrative referral, 1 day of ASP 
3rd   violation: zero on assignment, administrative referral, administrative action to be determined 
*Note: Plagiarism is an integrity violation, which disqualifies an offending student from participation in 
certain academic extracurricular activities, including the National Honor Society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


GAHS - Essay Scoring Rubric  
 
 Mark       Grade      Explanation 

 
 

6 

 
 

100 

This is an outstanding essay that demonstrates the writer’s clear and consistent analysis of the text 
and of the assignment.  It makes appropriate references to the text as it insightfully analyzes the 
work, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position.  It is 
well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of 
ideas, using language appropriate to literary criticism. It is free of most errors in grammar, usage, 
and mechanics. 

 
 

5 

 
 

93 

This is a very good essay which demonstrates reasonably consistent analysis, although it will have 
occasional errors or lapses in quality. References to the text are appropriate, but analysis is perhaps 
not as insightful as it could be. It effectively develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates 
strong critical thinking, generally using appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to 
support its position. Interpretation may falter or may be less thorough and/or precise.  It is written in a 
clear style, but without the level of mastery exhibited in papers scoring a 6. It is generally free of 
most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

 
 

4 

 
 

86 

This essay demonstrates adequate analysis, although it will have some lapses in quality.  It develops 
a point of view on the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate examples, 
reasons, and other evidence to support its position, but it tends to deal with only the obvious points.  
It tends to rely on paraphrase, rather than specific reference; minor points may be misinterpreted.  It 
is written in a competent style and errors do not constitute distraction. It has some errors in 
grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

 
 

3 

 
 

79 

This essay demonstrates a developing analysis of the text and/or the assignment itself.  It develops 
a point of view on the issue, demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or 
use inadequate examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position. It relies somewhat on 
summary and paraphrase. It is limited in its organization or focus, or may demonstrate some lapses 
in coherence or progression of ideas.  Evidence from the text may be meager or misconstrued.  The 
writing demonstrates uncertain control of style and/or inadequate development of ideas. It contains 
an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

 
 

2 

 
 

72 

Although the writer has made some attempt to respond to the assignment, this essay demonstrates 
little analysis of the text. It develops a point of view on the issue that is vague or seriously limited, 
and demonstrates weak critical thinking, providing inappropriate or insufficient examples, reasons, or 
other evidence to support its position. The essay is poorly organized and/or focused, or 
demonstrates serious problems with coherence or progression of ideas. The essay is seriously 
flawed by misreading, brevity, lack of organization and focus. It contains errors in grammar, usage, 
and mechanics so serious that meaning is somewhat obscured.   

 
1 

 
65 

 

This essay demonstrates very little or no analysis of the text. It develops no viable point of view on 
the issue, or provides little or no evidence to support its position. It is disorganized or unfocused, 
resulting in a disjointed or incoherent essay. It contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or 
mechanics that persistently interfere with meaning  

0 0 No attempt was made to respond to the text or assignment. 

Inc. R Essays earning a score of R demonstrate an earnest attempt made, but fall short of all above 
scores. R essays may be rewritten without penalty pending consultation with a member of the Glen 
Allen High School Writing Center staff and/or instructor. If no attempt is made to rewrite essays 
receiving a score of R, the incomplete grade will be replaced with a score of 0. 
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